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In partnership with the Huu-ay-aht First Nation and the Bamfield Marine Sciences Centre, this archaeological field course introduces
students to coastal field archaeology on the Northwest Coast of North America. Over six weeks, two Huu-ay-aht youth and 15 students
from the western Canadian Universities will participate in field trips to a variety of archaeological sites, attend lectures on Indigenous
oral history, archaeological theory, zooarchaeology, and the historical ecology of western Vancouver Island; and participate in 3 weeks
of intensive fieldwork. The remainder of the course will be spent in the Bamfield Marine Sciences Centre labs and facilities analyzing
recovered samples and completing collaboratively authored site reports. Students will also be responsible for individual reports on
aspects of this archaeological research, all of which will be shared with the Huu-ay-aht First Nation, the Bamfield Marine Sciences
Centre, and the British Columbia Archaeology Branch.
Our research objectives for this project are not driven by conventional archaeological hypotheses but rather by inter-generational
community interest in Huu-ay-aht history. With this in mind, our goal is to obtain baseline archaeological information from a variety of
culturally important sites with a focus on those dating to the 18th century and up to the recent past (ca. AD 1700-2012). Archaeological
analysis of materials and sediments recovered during this research will be examined to enhance contemporary perspectives on Huu-ayaht historical experience and expose students to a broad range of archaeological settings, site types, and survey and documentation
methods. Conducting this research out of a university marine science research facility offers a chance to strengthen multidisciplinary
research linkages and increase place-based historical awareness through archaeological practice. The rich intersection of ethnographic,
oral historical, and archaeological history of this coastal region will reveal interesting new research topics to be explored into the future.
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